Tl L A el

JEALTH PHYSICS
Really hot water
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Sometimes, water heaters do more than the
obvious. While they heat water, they also
collect a little uranium, creating deposits
of radioactive scale inside their tanks. That's
what South Carolina researchers have dis-
covered in a community with the dubious
distinction of having water that's naturally
laced with among the highest concentra-
tions of uranium ever reported in ground-
water: 10,000 micrograms per liter.
Uranium concentrations in 50 residen-
tial wells near Simpsonville exceed tederal
drinking water standards by a tactor of 300,
Van Price of the University of South Car-
olina in Columbia and his colleagues
reported in Denver ata meeting of the Geo-
logical Society of America last November.
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taminated water, uranium concentrations
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Although the radioactive tank deposits
pose little or no risk to homeowners, DeVol
says, they do justity classifying the watet
lheaters as naturally occurring radioactive
waste (SN: 10/26/91, p. 26+). Such mate-
rials can pose hazards if the tank’s metal is
later scrapped and recycled. For now, they're
not subject to regulation by the federal gov-
ernment or most states. —I.R.
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ZOOLOGY o
Sparrows learn *
song from pieces

Tolearn a song, young white-crowned song,
sparrows don't need to hear the entire tune
straight through. Hearing it in two-phrase






